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RITUALISM. 



TT THEN we consider the signs of the times, we are 
" ' filled with regret at beholding the retrograde 
movement which characterizes the Episcopal Church 
of England, and is so grievously damaging to the 
vitality of her religion. Surely it ought not to be a 
matter of indifference to any one, that a large number 
of the ministers of that Church, — established by 
law, and assuming in consequence a political character 
— are daily becoming more Romanizing in their 
practices, and departing further from the principles 
of " the Reformation." 



The influence and usefulness of the Episcopal 
Church are crippled by her connection with the State ; 
and in the domination which the law confers^ ignoring 
that leading principle of the Gospel, which requires us 
to do unto others as we would that they should do unto 
us, she seeks to lord it over God's heritage. She 
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demandsj and enforces by process of law, pecuniary 
payments in support of her ministry and worship from 
those without her pale ; a procedure which tends to 
create discord, and to oppress tender consciences. She 
looks down upon those whom she ought to regard as 
Christian brethren, who may be as righteous as any 
within her own communion, and who are as effectually 
performing their work for their Lord. Her feeling 
towards them is "Give place; -we are the only authorized 
churchj and our ministers are the only authorized shep- 
herds." We speak of her as a Church) not of indi- 
viduaj memberSj many of whom we highly esteem. We 
think* however, that it cannot be denied that these are 
to no small extent the circumstances and feelings of the 
Episcopal Church at this moment, while the mora! 
aspect of her internal affairs is of the most melancholy 
description. Bound hand and foot, she is impotent to 
put down those puerile and popish practices which arc 
filling the minds o^ thinking people with alarm. There- 
fore ritualism spreads, and grows continually stronger 
and stronger. As in the Romish church, candles are 
introduced upon the "altar, " incense ascends in odorous 
clouds, exquisite music delights the sense, church furni- 
ture and vestments become more and more gorgeous, 
in harmony with the ornate architecture of her ecclesias- 
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tica] buildings; while among her ''priests" are men who 
dare to assume the prerogative of God, and profess 
that He has given them power upon, earth to remit 
sins ; who boldly advocate transubstantiation, priestly 
confession, and other superstitious dogmas and practices, 
in opposing which three centuries ago, the best blood 
of our forefathers was spilled. 

The rites and ceremonies of the " Church of Eng- 
land" and her unscriptural distinction between "clergy" 
and " laity," naturally lay her open to the insidious 
attacks of ritualism. All rites and ceremonies tend 
in that direction, and are antagonistic to the spiritual 
nature of the Gospel of Christ. The " clergy," in 
eiFect, claim to be the Church; and the "laymen" 
are powerless, and have no voice in church government. 
The gifts of the Spirit, which may be bestowed on 
her members by Him who " divldeth to every man 
severally as He will," are not only to a large extent 
unrecognized, but quenched, because there is no room 
for their exercise. The " priest " intrudes, himself 
between them and their God ; and the truth is ignored, 
that there is no priesthood under the Gospel Dispensa- 
^K tion, except that of Christ Jesus our great High Priest, 
^^ and that of all true believers, by virtue of their union 
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with Him. All true believers are spoken c^ in the New 
Testament, as a " Royal Priesthood," and as " Kings 
and Priests to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God by Jesus Christ." The " Anglican Clergy," there- 
fore, in declaring themselves to be the successors of the 
Aposdra by reason of their ordination, assert a fallacy, 
and commit an egregious error. Such claims are not 
of God, and tend to the mental enslavement of mankind. 
We desire to speak the truth in love ; but the loss that 
is sustained by the community at large from these 
unscriptural assumptionsj and consequent quenching of 
the Spirit, is our apology for so plainly uttering the 
voice of warning. 

Have the people of England no testimony for God 
against such popish and superstitious practices ? Are we 
so absorbed in other things, or even in the interests of 
our own particular Churches, that we cannot fully 
appreciate the signs of the times? Can one member 
of the body of Christ suFer, and the other members 
not suffer with it ? Is not Rome rejoicing in the 
prospect of the Episcopal Church returning to her 
communion ? And does Rome change? 

There is therefore danger to our liberties in this 
retrograde movement ; this terrible departure from 
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the truth. For the teachers of the people cause 
them to err : " they be blind leaders of the blind." 
When will a more Christian spirit prevail ? When 
will the tyranny of a State Church be overthrown ? 
When will the people of these realms awake from their 
lethargy, lift up their voice like a trumpet, and demand 
the separation of the " Church " from the State? 

When this separation is accomplished, and not till 
then, the danger to our liberties from this source will be 
averted. Then will the Episcopal Church be free to 
carry out her own discipline, as do other Churches ; 
then only will vital Christianity prosper within her 
borders, and her light so shine before men, that others 
seeing her good works, shall glorify our Father which 
is in Heaven. Then will the day so earnestly desired 
and prayed for, at length dawn, when the cause of their 
disunity and heartburnings being removed, Christians 
of every branch of the Church of God, shall feel as 
brethren and co-workers in the Gospel field, and shall 
lovingly unite in heart and soul in seeking the prosperity 
of Christ's Kingdom. 

EDWARD BACKHOUSE, 



Sunder land t 1867. 



